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U.  S.  DEPARTMENT 
OF  AGRICULTURE 


MONDAY,  January  18,  1943 

SUBJECT:  "POINTERS  ON  POINT  RATIONING: . "    Information  from  food  distribution  official 
of  the  U.3.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  officials  of  the  Office  of  Price 
Administration. 
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Of  all  the  hooks  in  libraries,  bookstores,  and  homes  in  this  country,  net  one 
is  going  to  have  as  many  readers  as  a  little  book  just  coming  off  Government  print- 
ing presses  this  month.     The  book  that's  due  for  so  much  attention  is  War  Ration 
Book  Two — the  boo:.c  you  will  use  to  get  food  that  is  "point  rationed." 

So  today  let's  have  a  look  at  this  important  book  which  you  will  soon  have  in 
your  own  hands.     It  has  4  pages  of  bJLue  stamps  and  4  pages  of  red  stamps.    The  blue 
stamps  you  will  use  first.     They  are  for  the  processed  foods — the  canned,  bottled, 
and  dehydrated  foods  that  are  going  under  rationing.    They  are  the  first  foods  to  be 
rationed  by  points.    The  red  stamps  you  will  use  later  for  meat,  when  meat  also  goes 
under  point  rationing. 

Every  stamp  in  the  book  has  a  letter.    Anc  the  letter  will  indicate  the  period 
of  time  when. you  can  use  that  particular  stamp.     Eor  example,  the  Government  may 
announce  that  stamps  lettered  A,  B  and  C  are  for  use  during  the  first  ration  period. 
That  first  period  may  be  a  month. . .may  be  6  weeks.,, or  may  be  longer.     The  length  of 
time  is  not  decided  yet.    But  you  will  get  the  announcement  about  it  in  advance  from 
your  newspaper,  or  over  the  radio.    Also  you  will  see  notices  about  it  posted  in 
your  grocery  store. 

Every  stamp  has  a  number  as  well  as  a  letter.    The  number  on  the  stamp  may  be 
8,5,2  or  1*.    The  numbers  tell  how  many  points  the  stamp  is  worth.    A  point  is  a  ra- 
tion value  just  as  a  dollar  is  a  money  value.    Rationed  foods  have  both  point  value 
and  money  value.    The  point  value  and  money  value  is  different,  of  course,  for 


different  foods.     For  example,  a  pouhd  of  brie  kind  of  meat  that  is  scarce  night  be 
worth  8  ration  points  while  a  pound  of  another  kind  of  meat  that  is  plentiful  might 
be  worth  5  points.    You  will  decide  whether  you  will  take  the  meat  that  calls  for 
more  points  or  the  meat  that  calls  for  fewer  points. 

The  point  values  of  different  foods  vail  depend  on  supply  and  demand.  Foods 
that  are  plentiful  naturally  will  have  low  point  values;  foods  that  are  scarce  will 
have  high  point  values.     If  you  are  a  good  manager,  you  will  make  your  points  go  as 
far  as  possible  when  you  go  marketing  for  food.    And  by  choosing  more  of  the  plenti- 
ful, low-point  foods,  you  will  help  ease  the  demand  for  very  scarce,  high-point  foods. 

The  price  of  foods  in  dollars  and  cents  may  be  different  in  different  stores. 
But  the  point  values  of  rationed  foods  will  be  the  same  in  every  store  in  the  country 
regardless  of  the  price  charged  for  the  food.     If  you  go  to  a  grocery  store  to  buy  a 
No.  2  can  of  tomatoes,  say,  you  will  turn  in  stamps  for  the  same  number  of  points 
wherever  you  live,  whatever  money  you  pay,  and  whatever  the  grade  of  tomatoes. 

The  foods  coming  under  the  new  point  rationing  are  these:  all  canned  and  bot- 
tled fruits,  fruit  juices,  and  combinations ...  all  canned  and  bottled  vegetables, 
vegetable  juices  and  combinations. .. all  dried  and  dehydrated  fruits — prunes,  raisins, 
apricots,  peaches,  apples,  pears  and  others... all  canned  soups,  including  meat  and 
chicken  soup. 

The  reason  meat  and  chicken  soups  go  under  rationing  along  with  vegetable  soups 
is  that  different  kinds  of  soup  are  interchangeable  in  use.     That  is,  for  most  people 
soup  is  soup.     If  you  go  into  the  store  to  buy  vegetable  soup  and  find  the  grocer  is 
out  of  vegetable  soup,  you  probably  take  chicken  soup  or  whatever  he  has.     So  if 
vegetable  soup  only  was  rationed,  everyone  would  start  buying  meat  and  chicken  soups, 
and  they  would  soon  disappear.    The  whole  point  of  point  rationing  would  be  lost  as 
far  as  soup  is  concerned.    So  all  soups  are  rationed  to  make  everything  fair. 
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Now  for  some  of  the  processed  foods  that  will  not  bo  rationed  when  point  ra- 
tioning starts.    Dehydrated  soup  will  not  ho  rationed.    Neither  will  dried  or 
dehydrated  vegetables,  and  supplies  like  dehydrated  dog  food.    Dry  vegetables  like 
beans,  split  peas  and  lentils  won't  be  rationed  either.    Neither  will  cenned  salmon 
or  canned  meat  because  you  don't  use  these  interchangeably  with  canned  vegetables. 
Jems,  jellies,  marmalades,  preserves,  relishes  and  pickles  are  not  rationed,  because 
you  don't  use  these  interchangeably  with  cenned  fruits.    Evaporated  milk  is  not 
rationed. 

Home  gardeners  have  been  asking  whether  home-canned  -and  home-dried  fruits  and 
vegetables  will  be  rationed.    The  answer  is  no.    You  do  not  have  to  declare  any 
fruits  and  vegetables  you  canned  or  dried  last  year.    But  when  you  apply  for  your 
War  Ration  Book  Two,  you  will  report  the  commercially  cenned  fruits  and  vegetables 
you  have  on  hand,  end  surrender  stamps  enough  to  cover  their  point  values.  This 
means  that  you  will  use  up  your  surplus  of  commercially  canned  goods  before  you  buy 
more . 

One  more  point  about  point  rationing.    When  you  go  to  buy  groceries,  you  can 
use  the  ration  books  of  all  members  of  your  family,  just  as  you  do  now  where  you  go  to 
buy  sugar  and  coffee.     If  you  have  a  maid  in  your  household,  or  a  boarder  who  eats 
meals  with  you,  you  can  also  use  the  ration  book  of  this  extra  person  when  you  go 
food- shopping. 

The  whole  idea  of  point  rationing  is-  to  see  that  all  citizens  get  a  fair  share 
of  foods  on  the  market.    You  see,  your  Government  is  trying  to  arrange  it  so  that 
your  family  doesn't  go  hungry  while  your  neighbor  has  more  food  than  he  can  eat. 


